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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 
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"Ye Cannot Serve the Lori." 
Joshua foresaw the apostasies ot Israel, by rea- 


son of their Beoret attachment to idols. His beau- 
tiful address to thorn just before his death is fall 
of significant interest to us. All the goodness of 
Qod to them from the day in which he brought 
tbem out of Egypt until the day in which he had 
given them the good land was set before them in 
that farewell address, which olosed with exhorta- 
tion : "Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and truth ; and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the other side, ot the 
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord" (Josh, 
xxiv, 14.) To this exhortation the people made 
answer : "God forbid that we should forsake the 
Lord to serve other gods." No doubt they were 
sincere in this profession, and in the expression of 
horror at the thought that they would ever forsake 
the Lord. At the same time they were secretly 
holding on to some of their idols. If it is asked 
how they could be at the same time sincere in pro- 
fessing unwavering allegiance to the Lord, and 
cherish a love for idols, we need not go far to find 
the answer. 

Israel's apostasy never took the form of openly 
and formally rejecting Jehovah as the true God; 
but in mixing with the worship and service of 
Jehovah the worship and service of idols. It was 
this which Joshoa foresaw and warned them 
against ; and it was this that came to pass, and 
which ended in the Lord's turning and doing them 
hurt, after he had done them good. It was this 
foreseen attachment to and worship of idols which 
led Joshua to declare : "Ye cannot serve the Lord ; 
neither will he forgive yoor trespasses nor your 
sins." That is while they were secretly attached 
to idols. "It." be said in effect, "you worship idols 
and render them service in common with your 
worship and service ot the Lord, he will reject your 
service and will not forgive' your sins and tres- 
passes even though you bring the sin-offering be- 
fore him in all regular and due form. For God is 
a holy God, and a jealous God. He will not coun- 
tenance any form of sin. nor will he divide^ with 
any other object the worship that is due to him by 

his people." 

We read the history of the ancient people, and 

wonder at their lack of spiritual perception, and 
their perverseness in adhering to idols. A little 
attention to the lesBon set before us in this impor- 
tant bit ot history and teaching will reveal the tact 
that the same mixture of idol worship with the 
formal worship ot the true God is as common to- 
day among the proft-Bsed people of God as it was 
then. "Te cannot serve God and Mammon," was 
our Lord's declaration to the people of his day, 
and it is his solemn word to us now. Attachment 
to the world and the things of the world, in the 
spirit ot Mammon worship, is just as vicious and 
deadly as was the worship of Baal and Ashtaroth 
by the children of Israel. 

No formal professor of religion will admit that 
he is serving idols, aud if charged with so doing 
would say as they of old said : "God forbid that 
we should forsake the Lord to serve Mammon." 
No professors of religion will openly and formally 
renounce the service of God and declare that hence- 
forth they purpose to give themselves wholly to 
the service ot Mammon ; that is, the gratification 
of their own lusts— high and low, gross and re- 
fined — in connection with an open worldliness. 

The deceittulness of sin is seen in that men per- 
suade themselves that they can at once worship 
and Berve the Lord and hold on to certain forms of 
worldliness ; that covetousness and worldly pleas- 
ure, the lustB of the fleBh and the lusts of the eye 
and the pride of the life may be indulged without 
apostasy from God ; that these things may be in- 
dulged and yet their formal worship of God be ac- 
cepted and their daily and formal petition for the 
forgiveness of sins be answered. It is worth our 
while to consider the declaration of the Lord above 
quoted : "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon," 
and the declaration of John, "If any man love the 
world the love of the Father is not in him" (Matt, 
v'i, 24; I John ii, 15,) with the declaration of 
Joshua to the idol loving children of Israel : "Ye 
cannot serve the Lord ; neither will he forgive your 
trespasses nor your sins") Josh, xxiv, 1ft.) The 
principle involved in both the Old and the New 


Testament declarations ia the same. This is a 
most solemn matter, and ought to awaken our 
serious consideration. 

The practical truths gathered from the consider- 
ation of thia principle are : First, That the indul- 
gence of any known sin sets up, in the worshiper's 
heart, a moral inability to serve the Lord. There 
may be the pretense of worship ; the pious forms 
may be regularly gone through with ; the Bible 
may be daily read ; the prayer may be daily said ; 
the language of worship may be maintained on the 
lips ; the different outward acts of service may be 
performed ; but it is a "vain oblation," and God 
does not accept it. The formal worshiper is a 
bypocrite^both to God and to himself, though he 
may be so blinded by his Bin that he does not 
know it. Moreover, the mixture of worldliness 
with the ostensible service of God may be so com- 
mon throughout the professing church that the 
hypocrisy is not noted by others. What a terrible 
thing is thiB I What an awakening will come by 
and by, when the door is shut upon all Buch, and 
to the vain and despairing cry, ''Lord, Lord, open 
unto ns," comes back the answt r, "I never knew 
you." It will be in vain that we plead : "Have 
we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name 
cast out devils ;" for it will be then manifested that 
all our prophesying and service in the name of 
God was worthless, because, in fact, we had for- 
saken the Lord to Berve the idols of our own sel- 
fish hearts, supposing that these beloved lusts and 
worldly ambitions might be safely indulged so 
long as we kept up a formal worship of God and 
a fair show of service in the flesh. Second, The 
indulgence of some Bins or even of one sin prevents 
the forgiveness of all other Bins. "Neither will he 
forgive your trespasses nor your HiiiB." We are 
ready and anxious to conlesB many BinB and we 
earnestly plead the divine forgiveness for them. 
At the same time we hold last bo some secret or 
eelf-excuaed form of sin which we do not confess. 
This is to demonstrate our insincerity and to make 
a mock of God's holy jealousy, and to cut us off 
from his mercy. It was thia kind of thing indulg- 
ed in by Israel that was in the mind of the Spirit 
when he inspired Solomon to declare : "The sacri- 
fice of the wicked is an abominition to the Lord ; 
but the prayer of the upright is his delight" (Prov. 
xv, 8 : compare Is. i, 11 ; lxi, 8 ; Jer. vi, 20 ; Amos 
v, 25 ; John iv, 24)— Thk Inukpendknt. 


apparently taking less paint to secure their salva- 
tion than they do to ascertain the method of their 
damnation. 

Sometimes the question is plainly put by the 
heathen to the missionaries who labor among 
them ; and it must be confessed that the question 
is often plainer than the answer. 

"Mr. Lewis, a missionary of the London Society 
at Bellary, was not long ago asked by a young 
Brahman ; 'Do the Christian people of England 
really believe that it would be a good thing for the 
people of India to become Christians ?' Why, 
yes ; to be sure they do,' was the reply. What I 
mean is,' continued the Brahman, 'do they in their 
hearts believe that the Hindooes would be better 
and happier if they were converted to Christiani- 
ty ?' 'Certainly they do,' said Mr. Lewis. 'Why, 
then, do they act in such a strange way ? Why 
do they send so few to preach their religion ? 
When they are vacancies in the civil service, they 
are numerous applicants at once ; when there is a 
military expedition, a hundred officers volunteer 
for it ; in commercial enterprises, also, you are full 
of activity, and al ways have a strong staff. But 
it is different with your religion. I see one 
missionary with his wife here, and a hundred 
and fifty miles away is another, and a hundred 
miles in another direction is a third. How can the 
Christians of England expect to convert the people 
of India from their hoary faith with so little of ef- 
fort on their part?" 

Such questions are constantly arising, and they 
will arise so longas the circumstances which give 
occasion to them continue to exist. What answer 
has Christendom to give to such inquiries ? And 
what answer will Christians give, in the presence 
of Him who was rich and for our sakes became 
poor, and whoso parting word to his disciples was, 
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature?" — Sel. 


Do The; Ileal! J Believe It ! 

One of the mysteries which pass the compre- 
hension ot the heathen world, is the neglect of 
Christians to carry to those that sit in darkness, 
the glad tidings of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
They cannot comprehend how people who know 
the grace of God can keep the good news from 
others who dwell in the shadow of death. 

Of course they do not understand the entire 
facte in the case. They do not know that much of 
the time and strength of the church is spent in 
building up rival Beets, and in disputing about 
matters which they do not understand alike, rather 
than in publishing to a lost world the glad tidings 
of great joy in which they all agree. The heathen 
do not understand why it is necessary for two or 
three hundred Christians in one village to have 
half a dozen meeting houses in which to worship 
one God, and a half a dozen miniaters in them to 
preach one gospel, while communities of scoreB of 
thousands have never heard the news of God's 
salvation, and have no one to tell them. They 
cannot be expected to comprehend why Christians 
should spend their time and money in dividing 
the people of God where they are united, in foster- 
ing divisions which already exist, and in helping 
little squads of spunky saints to sustain their petty 
sectarian interests, while God's cause is left to lan- 
guish, and Christ's name is dishonored among 
those who profess to bo his friends. 

An illiterate heathen, of course, can hardly be 
auppoBed able to diyine the deep reaBons which 
cause men to dispute about the purposes of God 
in the eternal ages past, while they allow the devil 
to have his own way all around them in the living 
present Nor does the average heathen clearly 
see the propriety of Christians spending their time 
and money discussiug how sinners are to be damn- 
ed hereafter, while they neglect to aave them now j 


Christ-like Brotherllness. 

There is a very common sort of religious living 
which strengthens selfishness, ft climbs the 
mountain-top and there builds its tabernacle, sitting 
and singing its hymns about heaven, and crying 
deliciously over them. It cannot think how any 
body can like to go down among those dreadful 
lepers and frightful demoniacs and outcast women, 
and the noisy and vulgar people. Be quite sure 
that the highway of holiness does not lead us up 
there for a dwelling-place. It takes ub down into 
the market-place, and teaches us to do our business 
there, honestly and generously, as we would be 
done by. It takes us into the lanes and byways 
of the city, and teaches us to see in every want 
and every sorrow a claim upon our pity and help. 
It takes us home, and helps us to remember how 
the children feel, and to consider the neighbors 
and servants, 

This is what we are to Bet before us as the out- 
come of our faith and prayer, a gracious conmder- 
atetiessfor other people. And that not as busy-bodies, 
much less as patrons, but with a simple Christ- 
like brotherliness, a consideratenesB that does not 
only concern itself about men's souls and that 
which helps them heavenward, but which runs 
through all the commonest rounds and wayB of the 
daily life. We are to carry such a sense of in- 
debtedness to our dear Lord and Master, that we 
shall be always trying to find opportunities and 
outlets to bless others ; we are to live finding in 
all the daily intercourse with men a hundred fresh 
channels by which the Father's love may flow into 
their midst. For his sake, for the sake of others, 
for our own sakes, let us strive after this as the 
fairest and only satisfying token of a holy life— 
this unfailing brotherliness. 

Mark Gut Feabse. 


The Wise Han. 

Tho wise man, says the Bible, walks with God ; 
Surveys far on the endless lure of life ; 
Values his soul, thinks of eternity ; 
Both worldB considers, and provides for both ; 
With reason's eye his passions guards ; abstains 
From evil : lives on hope: on hope the fruit 
Of faith ; looks upward, purifies his soul, 
Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 
Passes the bbd, and gains his father's bonne, 
And drinks with angels from the fount of bliss. 
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